MHe NOHATH OonblIe O Xylle POMCKOro Hapoaa B paMkax EBponb! u oTaenbHbIX
semeitb. [Io MoeMy MHEHMIO ¥ IO MOeMy OMBITY cOTpymHHuyecTBa ¢ Xpucto Kio-
4YKOBbIM 3TOT CHELMAMCT NpUHaANexuT K Obonbwum cneuyanucram B Espone.
Ero pabora B pamkax aMepMKaHCKHMX 4 eBPONEMCKUX YHUBEPCUTETOB CO3aa Xo-
poiye pe3ynsrarhl. CorpyannyecTso ¢ Xpucro ObU10 W1t MeHA GonbLuMM Brla-
IOM, KaK B Hay4YHOM, TaK B 4€JI0BEYCCKOM CMbIcie. S Hafelocn, 4To s 6611 1 Oymy
B JanbHeiilieM xopoumM apyrom Xpucro Krouykosa. Hayka 310 He Tonbko Ha-
y4HBI€ pe3yJIbTaThl, HO U YeJoBeyeckue oTHowen. Xpucro Kiouykos sBnsercs
JHYHOCTBIO, KOTOpas HMEET Ka4€eCTBa YYeHOro H 4ecTHOro yenoseka. [loaromy 1 ¢
HMM Hayas COTpYAHHMYaTb ¥ Oyny nposomxars.

Doc. PhDr. Jaroslav Balvin, CSc.
Univerzita Tomase Bati, Ceska Republika

* * %*

I have only praise and friendship for Hristo Kyuchukov. He has spent much of
his life fighting the uphill battle shared by too few other Romane activists to bring
education not only to our own people, but to the non-Romani world as well.

A linguist colleague of mine noted in one of his books that slave owners in
the Americas did not feel threatened by illiterate blacks, but did feel threatened
by literate blacks, and this is the wall Hristo has had to scale: the resistance to
the challenge by Romane scholars to the ownership of Romani Studies.

Even as a child he has had his very identity manipulated when he, as a Mus-
lim named Hussein, was rechristened Hristo. This story was brought together
in one of his many books, My Name was Hussein.

Perhaps growing up as a double minority-a Rom and a Muslim-subcon-
sciously provided the unpetus for him to challenge the status quo. Perhaps the
confusion wrought by this when a boy urged him to focus especially on child
education for, as an educator, he sees (as 1 do myself) the advancement of our
people not so much in educating the older generations, but in focussing on the
children, those upon whose shoulders our future rests. If the parents need edu-
cating in any way, it must be to support the children, and not hamper their op-
portunities to function as Romanies in tomorrows world.

For Hristo, this means gaining the skills necessary to follow almost any profes-
sion, and to become administrators and policy makers alongside their non-Romane
colleagues. The first step to becoming a lawyer, or an engineer, or an cducator, or
any of a thousand profcssions, is to become literate. And literacy is a central con-
cern for Hristo Kyuchukov, as his lengthy roster of publications testifies. He is also
acutely aware that attitudes within the Romani world must also change; sadly, but
perhaps understandably, far too many parents do not pass on pride in Romani iden-
tity to their children; our language and our culture are seen as a handicap. This is
to an extent paradoxical, since parents too may balk at the idca of education, seeing
it as leading to a loss of Romani identity. This is an anomaly that Hristo addresses
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